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SUB J : CONVERSATIONWITH PRIME MINISTER: CONTINUITY 
OF US FOREIGN POLICY 

REF: STATE 189748 

1. DURING MY ONE-HOUR MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER 
BAND ARAN AIKE AUG 29, WE DISCUSSED: A) CON- 
TINUITY OF US FOREIGN POLICY UNDER PRESIDENT 
FORD B ) PRIME MINISTERS RECENT TRIP TO MAL- 
DIVES AND FUTURE FOREIGN TRIPS 

C) DOMESTIC SITUATION IN SRI LANKA AND D) STATUS 
OF AMB NEVILLE KANAKARATNE. THIS MESSAGE 
REPORTS ON US FOREIGNPOLICY : OTHER SUBJECTS 
REPORTED SEPTELS. 

2. PRIME MINISTER BAND ARAN AIKE SEEMED TIRED WHEN 
I CALLED ON HER BUT, NONETHELESS, INDICATED BY 
HER REMARKS AND MANNER THAT SHE WAS PLEASED 
ABOUT RECENT DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENTS AND HER 
FOREIGN POLICY MOVES. I SAID I HAD ASKED FOR 
APPOINTMENT IN ORDER TO REINFORCE WHAT I HAD TOLD 
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HER JUST AFTER PRESIDENT FORD'S ACCESSION 
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(COLOMB 2249) AND WHAT SHE HAD ALSO BEEN ASSURED OF IN 
MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY KISSINGER AND FROM US 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS: THERE WOULD BE CON- 
TINUITY IN AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY UNDER NEW FORD 
ADMINISTRATION AND THIS POLICY WAS UNDERPINNED 
BY GENERAL BIPARTISAN SUPPORT. WASHINGTON 
HAD ASKED ME TO SAY THAT PRESIDENT FORD VERY 
MUCH APPRECIATED PRIME MINISTERS LETTER OF 
CONGRATULATIONS TO WHICH REPLY WOULD BE SENT 
SHORTLY. 

3. 1 SAID I KNEW THERE WAS UNEASE IN SOME 
QUARTERS IN SRI LANKA OVER CHANGE OF ADMINIS- 
TRATION BUT ASSURED HER THAT THIS WOULD NOT 
AFFECT EXISTING GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN US 
AND SRI LANKA. I WAS DETERMINED, AS LONG AS I 
REMAINED IN COLOMBO, TO CONTINUE EXERT ALL MY 
EFFORTS ON BEHALF THOSE GOOD RELATIONS. I 
WAS PLEASED WITH RESOLUTION OF LONG-STANDING 
MAINTENANCE OF VALUE DISPUTE AND ALSO PLEASED 
THAT WE WERE NOW BEGINNING TO DISCUSS WITH 
GSL HOW BEST UNITED STATES, THROUGH ITS NEW 
DEVELOPMENT LOAN, COULD CONTRIBUTE TO HER 
GOVERNMENTS EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE AGRICULTURAL 
SELF-SUFFICIENCY. 

4. PRIME MINISTER REPLIED SHE WAS GRATIFIED 
TO RECEIVE THESE ASSURANCES AND REPEATED, AS 
SHE HAD JUST AFTER PRESIDENT NIXON'S RESIGNA- 
TION, THAT SHE WAS SORRY HE HAD BEEN COMPELLED 
TO LEAVE OFFICE (COLOMBO 2249). PRESIDENT 
NIXON HAD MADE MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TO INTERNATIONAL 
PEACE THROUGH HIS FOREIGN POLICIES, PARTICULARLY 
DETENTE WITH USSR, NORMALIZATION OF RELA- 
TIONS WITHPRC, CONCLUSION OF VIETNAM WAR, AND 
EFFORTS TO RESOLVE ARAB-ISRAELI PROBLEM. PRIME 
MINISTER THEN SAID SHE WONDERED WHETHER PRESI- 
DENT'S RESIGNATION HAD BEEN CAUSED BY ELEMENTS 
IN UNITED STATES WHO OPPOSED HIS FOREIGN POLI- 
CIES AND THEREFORE WORKED ACTIVELY TO BRING 
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HIM DOWN. I REPLIED FORCEFULLY THAT ANY SUCH 
ALLEGATIONS WERE BASELESS AND EXPLAINED AT SOME 
LENGTH WATERGATE-RELATED DEVELOPMENTS WHICH 
HAD LED TO PRESIDENTS RESIGNATION. PRESIDENTS 
DECISION HAD BEEN FORCED UPON HIM BY INTERNAL 
POLITICAL SITUATION IN UNITED STATES AND WAS 
IN NO WAY RELATED TO DOMESTIC OPPOSITION TO 
HIS FOREIGN POLICIES WHICH WERE GENERALLY ADMIRED 
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AND WIDELY SUPPORTED. 

5. COMMENT: I AM SOMEWHAT PERPLEXED BY PRIME 
MINISTERS COMPLETE LACK OF PERCEPTION OF 
WATERGATE SITUATION AND HER WILLINGNESS TO 
RELATED PRESIDENT NIXONS RESIGNATION TO OP- 
PONENTS OF HIS FOREIGN POLICIES. I CAN ONLY 
SPECULATE THAT THIS IDEA MAY HAVE BEEN PLANTED 
IN HER HEAD BY LEFTISTS WITHIN HER GOVT 

OR POSSIBILY BY DIPLOMATS FROM COMMUNIST COUN- 
TRIES. 

6. PRIME MINISTER DID NOT RAISE DIEGO GARCIA 
ALTHOUGH PRESIDENT FORDS SUPPORT FOR DIEGO 
EXPANSION WAS GIVEN HEAVY PLAY IN AFTERNOON 
PRESS. SHE EITHER MAY NOT HAVE SEEN NEWS 
REPORT OR DECIDED IT WAS INAPPROPRIATE TO 
BRING UP ISSUE AT THIS TIME. 

VAN HOT JEN 
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